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February 24, 1899 



Sanitary report from Bio de Janeiro. 

Bio de Janeiro, January 14, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you the official report for the 
week ended December 30. There were 269 deaths from all causes, a 
decrease of 46 as compared with the foregoing week ; 16 deaths from 
accesso pernicioso, an increase of 2 ; 8 deaths from yellow fever, an 
increase of 4 ; 5 deaths from smallpox, a decrease of 2 ; 2 deaths from 
typhoid fever, a decrease of 1 ; 1 death from measles, a decrease of 1 ; 
3 deaths from beriberi, an increase of 1, and 52 deaths from tuber- 
culosis, an increase of 8. 

Since last report the following- named ships have been inspected and 
received bills of health of this office: January 7, steamship Scottish 
Prince, British, for New York. January 9, steamship Severn, British, 
for Baltimore ; steamship Handel, British, for New York. January 10, 
steamship Gaormina, German, for New York ; bark Adelina, Portu- 
guese, for Savannah. January 11, bark Monte Alegre, Italian, for Pen- 
sacola; bark Loreto, Italian, for Pensacola; bark Adele, Swedish, for 
Brunswick. January 13, steamship Newlyn, British, for New York. 
January 14, schooner Ouskar, British, for Ship Island; bark Signal, 
Norwegian, for Biloxi. 

Eespectfully, yours, W. Havelburg, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, 77. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon- Generai, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

CANADA. 



Smallpox in the province of Quebec. 

Montreal, February 15, 1899. 
The present status of smallpox in the province is as follows : 
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a Date of last report, February 6. No change, therefore, since last report. 

Yours, respectfully, Elzear Pelletier, 

Secretary Board of Health of the Province of Quebec. 

CUBA. 

Sanitary report from Havana. 

Havana, Cuba, February 17, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the week 
ended Thursday, February 16, 1899 : 

The deaths from all causes continue to decrease every week and this 
week's mortality is the lowest recorded in several years. There is 1 
death credited to yellow fever during the week. This case occurred in 



February 24, 1899 264 

the person of a private of Eighth Infantry, United States Army. This 
regiment has been quartered in tents and in that part of the city called 
the Punta, which is near the entrance of the harbor and within 200 
yards of the water front. The patient had been seen by several medical 
officers of the Army and the United States Marine-Hospital Service. 
There was a difference of opinion as to the nature of the man's illness ; 
the same difference prevailed after the necropsy, but as the cause of 
death was determined on the death certificate as yellow fever it should 
be so recorded. 

The soldiers now performing guard and other duties in the city since 
January 1 have been particularly free from sickness, although the loca- 
tion of some of the troops has been in places which, in my opinion, are 
not free from infection at any season of the year. Discharged soldiers 
and army employees are returning by every passenger steamer to the 
United States, and I would estimate the number for the past week at 
300. These men come from the camps all over the island, some few 
coming to this point from the province of Santiago via Cienfuegos. 

Over 75 per cent of this travel is over the lines going to Miama and 
Port Tampa, Pla., and I would here recommend that the baggage of 
these men, principally blankets and soiled clothing, be disinfected at 
ports of arrival. It is a daily occurrence to find enlisted men and army 
employees who have never been vaccinated ; such men are vaccinated 
and detained as short a period as I consider within the limit ol safety. 
I examined yesterday 4 men of the hospital corps ; 2 of them had never 
been vaccinated. One man loudly proclaimed his natural immunity to 
both yellow fever and smallpox. I have not as yet been able to assume 
full charge of the port of Havana as quarantine officer. Surgeon Carter 
has transferred the 2 medical officers who were detailed by the army 
authorities to this Service, and they are now acting under orders of this 
office. These officers have been and are still detailed for the work of 
boarding incoming vessels. 

Sanitary Inspector A. E. Hagen reported for duty on Wednesday 
morning. His coming has been very opportune, as the work of the 
Service has increased daily, until with the present force it has been 
almost impossible to handle the passengers and to properly inspect ves- 
sels going to the United States. 

There are now 13 passenger steamers every week to the United States. 

A cold wave has just passed over the island — the thermometer regis- 
tering below 60 degrees. 

It is again warm, the thermometer at this 10 a. m. indicating a tem- 
perature of 80 degrees. There has been a greater rainfall during the 
past month than has ever been known for same period in any previous 
year. 

Very respectfully, "W. F. Bbunnee, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Subgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



